
effect may have several explanations. Either the
antipyrine acts as a direct antidote, preventing the
formation of toxines, or it hinders their excretion,
or it postpones their formation. After the use of
antipyrine the discharge of toxines is found to be
enormously increased during the first week of con¬
valescence. Further observations will be necessary
to show how far each of these contingencies above
mentioned result from the use of the antipyrine.
Teissier has made similar experiments to determine
the action of naphthol, and his investigations show
that this substance is a true antiseptic, and hinders
the production of toxic substances during both the
disease and convalescence.

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service.\p=m-\ A board of officers will
be convened in Washington, May 2, 1892, for the purpose of
examining applicants for admission to the grade ofAssistant
Surgeon in the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service.
Candidates must be between twenty-one and thirty years

of age, graduates of a respectable medical college,and must
furnish testimonials from responsible persons as to char-
acter.
The following is the usual order of the examination : 1,

physical ; 2, written ; 3, oral ; 4, clinical.
In addition to the physical examination candidates are

required to certify that they believe themselves free from
any ailment which would disqualify for service in any
climate.
The examinations are chiefly in writing, and begin with a

short autobiography by the candidate. The remainder of
the written exercises consists in examination on the various
branches of medicine, surgery, and hygiene.
The oral examination includes subjects of preliminary

education, history, literature, and the natural sciences.
The clinical examination is conducted at a hospital, and

when practicable candidates are required to perform surgi¬
cal operations on the cadaver.
Successful candidates will be numbered according to their

attainments on examination, and will be commissioned in
the same order, as vacancies occur.
Upon appointment the young officers are, as a rule, first

assigned to duty at one of the large marine hospitals, as at
Boston, New York, New Orleans, Chicago, or San Francisco.
After four years' service Assistant Surgeons are entitled

to examination for promotion to the grade of Passed-Assist-
ant Surgeon.
Promotion to the grade of Surgeon is made according to

seniority and, after due examination, as vacancies occur in
that grade. AssistantSurgeons receive $1,600, Passed-Assist-
ant Surgeons $1,800, and Surgeons $2,500 a year. When
quarters are not provided, commutation at the rate of $30,
$40, or $50 a month, according to grade, is allowed.
All grades above that of Assistant Surgeon receive lon¬

gevity pay, 10 per centum in addition to the regular salary
for every five years service, up to 40 per centum after twenty
years' service.
The tenure of office is permanent. Officers traveling un¬

der orders are allowed actual expenses.
For further information, or for invitation to appear before

the Board of Examiners, address
(Signed) Walter Wymax,

Supervising Surgeon-General, M.H.S.

The Annals of Surgery will hereafter be published in Phil¬
adelphia.

SELECTIONS.

The Register-General of England and Wales says that
the epidemic influenza of 1890 killed twenty-seven thousand
people in those countries.

Sick Headache.\p=m-\Sulphite of sodium in five-grain doses,
repeated three or four times daily, is a frequent cure for this
distressing complaint.
The best vehicle to keep bismuth in solution is pure gly-

cerine. This conclusion was arrived at after experimenting
with various other substances.\p=m-\Med.Tribune.

Deafness.\p=m-\In deafness resulting from dry catarrh of the
middle ear, Dr. C. Miot has seen good results from instil-
lation of liquid vaseline. He has never seen this method
produce new growths of the tympanum, as is feared by some
authorities.\p=m-\Gazzettadegli Ospitali.
Ichthyol in Erysipelas.\p=m-\Dr. Julius Fessler, of Munich,

claims to have had excellent results in the treatment of
erysipelas by means of ichthyol internally and externally
employed. It is, he says, inimical to the life of the strepto-
coccus, thereby curing the disease in a few days.\p=m-\Medical
Record.
New Operation for Hernia.—Lawson Tait has devised a

new operation for the radical cure of hernia in every variety.
It is : Median abdominal section. The intestines are to be
drawn up from within, and the ring carefully closed on the
inside with silk-worm gut sutures.—Kansas City Medical
Record.
Donovan's Solution in Gleet.—The solution of the iodide

of arsenic and mercury is said to be of material service in
the treatment of gleet. A correspondent of the Medical
Record feels that he is justified in calling this remedy almost
a specific for gleet, so uniform has been his success with it.
It should be given for this purpose, in doses of ten minims,
three times daily.—Kansas City Medical Record.
Bed-sores.—Dr. Keen says that an excellent treatment

for bed-sores is the alternate application of cold and hot
poultices. Apply a cold flaxseed poultice in which have
been placed small pieces of cracked ice ; let this remain for
ten minutes, and then apply a hot flaxseed poultice. After
two hours apply another cold poultice and then another hot
one.—College and Clinical Record.
Rhus Aromatica is a valuable remedy in enuresis of chil¬

dren ; dose, from five to ten drops three times a day of the
fluid extract. It will also sometimes cure what is believed
to be diabetes. Its exhibition in small doses three times a

day will steadily decrease the amount of urine passed, and
relieve the inordinate thirst. It is the remedy for hremor-
rhage of kidneys and bladder.—Med. Tribune.
Prescribing Optician«.—Ophthalmologists in this country

will be ready to congratulate, while yet they envy, their
brethren in France, in view of a recent decision of a court in
Havre. The judge ruled that an optician who gives a

patient advice as to the condition of his eyes and prescribes
glasses to remedy defective vision is guilty of the illegal
practice of medicine, just as if he had ordered remedies or
given medical advice without possessing a diploma recog¬
nized by the law.—Medical Record.
Typhoid Bacilli in Drinking Water.—Kamen (Centratiti,

f. Bäht. u. Paras., January, 1892) refers to the difficulties ex¬

perienced in demonstrating typhoid bacilli in water before
the addition of carbolic acid solution tô the culture was sug¬
gested, with the object of limiting the development of other
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